Theese are the images of China from another time: A glinpse inte an encestral hall. A
misty view peross a pond, with & temple as the focal point, A sampan docked alongside

a villoge home, Dntninted by commercin tourism, (hesd raral angss in the heart of China
were documented over the course of six visils within o 10-year pariod by Los Angeles-
basad plodographer Elizabeth Gill Lui. Heér eye responds 1o commnanplace sarmoundings
with frestiness, melnnchioly and o strong sense of compaosition and geometry. She pims 1o
record & way of Hie whilwat proconceptions or projudice. omd the result of her mow recent
endenvours wis “Three's & Charm™, an exhibition held nf the UMA G ond Sau Wah Fong
Cialleries

A artist-in-residence at the Chinese University of Hong Kong's Department of
Architecture (he past semester, Lul considers hersell very fortungie to be nble 1o 522 and
phesograph those purts of Chine most unaffected by the rupid development engulfing the
couniry s urban areas, “Fuml Ching i very mw.” exploins Lui, “} is about the people who
are mdipenots, [ am interesied In how people live orgaically, and how they relote to the
earih, Preserving cullure should min be for emenainament or tourism, All of i1 has its ploce

Curstor Wallace Chang of UMA G states in his introduction o ihe exhibition “In the
peevidus centiary, China has usdergone an unprecedented mutatbon for the Tt two
decailes, an imeversible change mons thorough than the Industrial Revolution. Whee this
incdernization revolutbon 19 taking roots o the Eastern carth 1o competz with Westem
counterparts, i poir of Améerican eyes bs attracied, bo obhscrve with perseverunce in sl
Clina lor over 12 vears, to frame the real raditions and 10 recond how the vernacudas
nrchisecture carries real |(fe and reflects the very hamanity, In hir phosographic world,
Elizabeth has burred the presimed mationalities of China aml America; imsesd she has
canstructed a connon grogimd of tur cabures — the onfinary benuiy,”

A archieciural photegraphy gradusse from Harvard Uindversity s Gradunie School of
Designe Liak has published twa ncclaimed books. Closed Monduys docurments a seties

of 2 centisry musedmas, all photographed on Mondays when the institutbons wens
chosed b the public. *Tvwas the mrehilectune of pruseusts o an atl form” she says, |
thal Gl mussums over o lea-year period,” Her othier book is Buikling Diplomacy, which
bocuimntts American ambsassies in S0 coniris arousd the sorfd, Alang the way stie
wark granied access 1o sone highly redricted facilities. Luis dnvighier, an bndependen
filmmaker, worked with ber on the project. ) had privase funding with permission froean
e LIS St Depieiment,” recalls Lub, ~The permission-sesling process imell ook over d
vear during he Clindon pdavinistration, and [ wenl b Waslingion DC six of tevin times”

Alihosigh L hos pehioved success working osa fullibme sl it has been o struggle sl
the way, She believes in thi: LS the seadermle woold contbols 3 bot of the money (hid funds
ke woek OF artists. The dileonn Hong Kong artists fece séems 1o mimor Laii's experience
= arthsts who winl to comribute i culture fisl they leck the Brancial suppon 1o /do so.
*hat incthe US is either at the extreme of scadermin or B 1s for peg cubtiare @nd maade lor
the consumer.” gl says. “Artiss need the sapport of 3 petron who sl oy the rel

The cultivation of a life needs 1o be supported._ | balleve that If vou have the drive i do
creative work. you will evenpually pey the support you need.”
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